Wainger [19] and by Jerison [13] . The techniques in those papers require a C~-smoothness of the vector fields, for some greater than expected. The situation is different if we consider diagonal vector fields. In this setting a description of the control balls and Poincar6 inequality was proved by Franchi and Lanconelli [7] in a low regularity situation. In a recent paper Lanconelli and the second author [15] An interesting feature of our result is that the balls are very easy to visualize: they are equivalent to linear images of boxes (see (7)). We also remark that in the present paper we never use the Campbell Hausdorff formula (a powerful tool whose use in analysis of vector fields requires regularity). The relevant properties of the "almost exponential maps" EI defined in (6) For reader convenience we recall the notion of control distance (see [5] and [6] [20] , the topology defined by d is the Euclidean one. Thus, in view of [11] and [9] , the d-Lipschitz continuity (2) [19] , [14] , [22] , [18] . Here We use again (15) and (14) to estimate
where the constant C depends on L in (4). 
